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AcTs xxvi. 22. 


Having---obtained help of God, I con- 


tinue unto this day. 


ANT PAUL when he ſpake 
N N theſe words, was pleading his 
4 a own Cauſe, and that of his re- 
#2» ligion, before Feſtus and Agrip- 
> 2238 ** pa. In this his defence we evi- 
dently fee the man of addreſs, and the ſkilful 
orator, as well as the ſincere Chriſtian, and the 
zealous apoſtle. The more unlikely therefore 
muſt it be, that a man of fo fine an un- 
derſtanding, ſhould have been led afide by 
the wild fallies of enthufiaſm ; or that that 
great and ſurprizing change, which had been 
wrought in his religions ſentiments and con- 
duct, ſhould bave had its riſe from no higher 
or better principle. | | 
With great propriety and judgment he here 
reminds Agrippa of what his former character 
and behaviour was well known to have been: 
how ſtrongly he had been prejudiced againſt, how 
| OY _ _ zealous 
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zealous to extirpate that religion of Jeſas, for 


which he was now -as zealous an advocate, 


and accounted it his honour to be a confeſſor 
in bonds (a).— He relates the wonderful ſuper- 
natural event, to which his converfion was 
owing ; the fully ſatisfying evidence he then 
received of the divine character of that Feſtus 
of Nazareth whom he was perſecuting in his 
diſciples, and the divine original of that reli- 


gion of his, which he was ſo intent to deſtroy : 


and the commiſſian and order he received from 
him to preach his goſpel, not only to the peo- 
ple of the Jews, but to the Gentiles too (b). 
And it was therefore from a ſenſe of duty, 
upon the moſt convincing evidence he acted, 
when he dared not remain diſobedient to the 
heavenly viſion: but ſhewed firſt to them of Da- 
maſcus, in whoſe neighbourhood the ſurpriz- 
ing tranſaction happened; and then at Feruſa- 
lem, from whence he bad received his com- 
miſſion againſt the diſciples of Jeſus; and 
throughout all the coaſts of Fudea ; and then to 
the Gentiles, that they ought to repent and 
turn to God, and do works meet for repen- 
tance (c). To this cauſe he juſtly aſcribes the 
rage and malice of the Jews againſt him, and 
their repeated attempts upon his life: not to 
any moral eyil they had to charge him with ; 
but to their blind but inveterate hatred of the 
religion of jeſus, of which he was now a 
zealous preacher ; and to their contempt and 
hatred of the Gentiles, to whom he preached 


the 
(a) Act xxvi, 5 10. (b) Ver. 12—17. (c) ver 19, 20. 
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the goſpel of ſalvation, and invited them, equal- 
ly with the Jews, to ſhare in the bleſſings of 


the Meſſiah's kingdom For this cauſe the 


Jeus caught me in the temple, finding me there 
they ſeized me with violence, and tumultu- 
ouſly went about to kill me (d). Having there- 
fore obtained help of God, ſo he goes on in the 
words already read to you, I continue to this 
day, I continue ſtill to witneſs to ſmall and 
great (e), and couragiouſly to teſtify the goſpel 
of the grace of God, as what is a faithful ſay- 
ing in itſelf, and it moſt nearly concerns all 
to pay a ſerious regard to it. 

His continual dangers therefore from his 
cruel enemies, and the ſufferings he had alrea- 
dy indured from their rage, had not hitherto 
diſcouraged him from purſuing his great work : 
nor had they hitherto prevailed againſt him to 
his deſtruction, - But to what could ſuch 
ſtedfaſt reſolution in adhering to and preach- 
ing the oppoſed and perſecuted goſpel of 
Jeſus be owing, but to real and inward con- 
viction? Such an unſhaken conſtancy through 
ſo many paſt ſufferings; in the view of fo 
many dangers ſtill ſurrounding him; ſuch a 
noble diſregard of every preſent valuable inte- 
reſt, muſt certainly ſet him above all reaſona- 
ble ſuſpicion of deceit and impoſture. And 
his preſervation therefore, through theſe re- 
peated attempts of his inraged enemies, amid(t 
their many ſecret conſpiracies, and open vio- 
lent aſſaults made upon his life; to what 


could 


(d) Ver, 21, (e) Ver. 22. 
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could that be owing leſs than a divine hand? 
And he here therefore juſtly aſcribes it to the 
kind interpoſure of a watchful providence. 
— He himſelf could not but regard it as the 
fulfillment of his Saviour's promſe to him, 
when he firſt appeared and commiſſioned him 
to preach in his name (f). And with great 
addreſs he mentions it in this connection here; 
as what his judyes alſo, if they would but 
weigh the caſe impartially, muſt admit to be 
a mark of the ſpecial favour of heaven to 
him, and to the cauſe he was engaged in too. 
Having obtained belp * God, I continue 
unto this day. 


But the\Apoſtle's will be looked upon as 
being an extraordinary caſe, * His life was 
* of ſpecial importance to the Chriſtian cauſe ; 
e his dangers were peculiar : and no wonder 
© then, if there were ſome peculiar and ex- 
« traordinary appearances of providence for his 
“ preſervation.” —All this is readily granted. 
— But what then? It ſurely doth not follow from 
hence : that our Jean, Ae in life from one 
day or year to another is not to be aſcribed alſo 
to the kind help we receive from our God. And 
if it be: we then may with reaſon conſider 
the apoſtle, as a pattern well worthy our imi- 
tation : I mean, as to the pious diſpoſitions he 
expreſics in theſe words ;—the pleaſure he took 
in * ing the paſt conduct of providence 2 5 

w 


(f) Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gen- 
tiles, unte whom now 1 fend thee, er. 17. 
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| wards him; and in the lively gratitude and de- 


yotion, with which he here acknowledges it. 

But there is nothing more becoming every 
truly pious mind, than at ſome times to make 
a pauſe in life, and review the ſeveral ſtages of 
it we have already paſt through : or, in the 
words of Moſes to Iſrael of old, which we may 
juſtly apply to this caſe, to remember all the 
way, that the Lord our God hath led us in the 
wilderneſs theſe many years (g) : with what a 
wiſe variety of conduct; but what a kind de- 


u in all; and with many, even innumerable, 


inſtances of merciful and gracious care, And 
when can ſuch reviews and grateful acknow- 
legdments appear more proper, than in the cir- 
cumſtance in which we now are : entring u 
another year? having been carried ſafely through, 
and juſt cloſed another of thoſe periods of our 
time, by which we commonly meaſuge out 
its paſſage, and begun a new one. 

It appears to have been an ancient cuſ- 
tom, in uſe from the moſt early ages, and 
what generally prevailed, to obſerve the begin- 
ing of the year as a feſlival ſeaſon, and celebrate 
it with marks of rejoicing. And we till re- 


| tain the cuſtom of congratulating one another 


on occaſion. of the returning year, and chen 
mutually expreſſing our affectionate wiſhes for 
each others proſperity through it, and the fu- 
ture years we may hope to live. . In ſo doing 

we olainly ſhow, that we account it a de/erable 
thing to have our lives preſerved from one year 


(8) Deut. viii. 2, 
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to another. And where would be the harm 
or the impropriety, (or rather ; how reaſona- 
ble, how neceſſary is it?) that religion ſhould 
mingle with the joy we expreſs in ſuch a cir- 
cumſtance? And the almighty, gracious hand, 
to which our preſervation from year to year is 
owing, be attentively eyed, and devoutly ac- 
knowledged by us?—And the proper, natural 
reflection therefore on ſuch a morning as this, 
is that of the apoſtle in our text: Having ob- 
tained help of God, I continue unto this day. 

It is, I hope, with ſentiments of this kind 
we are now aſſembled in the divine preſence. 
And it will then be accounted no miſimprove- 
ment of the preſent hour, if we endeavour yet 
more deeply to impreſs them on every mind, ſo 
as that they may have a governing influence 
upon us through our after life. With this view 
I would now engage your attention to theſe 
two things : | 


I. The ſure grounds we have for concluding 
1 our continuance in life from one year to 

if another, to be owing to the kind he/p 

F a gracious God, | 


II. The important duties, which a convic- 
tion of this truth recommends to and en- 
forces upon us, . | 
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I. That for our continuance in life we ſtand 
indebted to the care and help of a gracious 
God, is the great truth, which the words 

| | T now 
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now before us ſuggeſt: and I would begin 
with repreſenting a little diſtinctly the ſure 
grounds, on which our belief of it reſts, 

That this is the view of things which re- 
velation gives us, will be readily allowed, 
This is the language thoſe ſacred oracles ſpeak, 
in one place and another: He is thy hfe, and 
the length of thy 4 (h). He boldeth our foul 
in life, and ſuffereth not our foot to be moved (i). 
He that is our God, is the God of ſalvation : 
and unto God the Lord belong the iſſues from 
death (x); and all our eſcapes and preſervations 
from it hitherto, we owe them to his care, 
But theſe paſſages it will be thought, re- 
late more directly to his care of Iſrael of old, 
and of their proſperity and continuance, as a 
nation and people. But even thus under- 
ſtood, they ſuppoſe that for which we now 


allege them: it being a figure uſual in all 


languages, to ſpeak ſometimes of communi- 
ties and nations in a perſonal way; and of their 
continuance, and different ſtates, by alluſions 
taken from the different ſtages of the life of 
particular inviduals. But in other places 
we find the ſame thing as expteſsly 1 
with reſpect to particular perſons : that in bis 
hand is the foul of every living thing, and 
the breath of all mankind (1) : that in bis hand 
our breath is, and that bis are all our ways (m). 
that be preſerveth man and beaſt (n); that i 

1 * 


(h) Deut. xxx. 20. (i) Pal. Ixvi. 9. (k) Pſal. 
Ixviit. 20. (1) Job xii, 10. (m) Dan. v. 23. (n) Plal, 
XXXVI. 6. Sg OY 
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he, who redeemeth our life from deſtruction, and 
crouneth us with his loving kindneſs, and tender 
mercies, and reneweth our youth, and health 
and vigour, when it is moſt impaired (o): and 
in a word, that in him we live and move and 
are (p), and that by his continued care we til 
ſubſiſt, and remain capable either of action 
orenjoy ment. But the doctrine of a particu- 
lar providence, intereſting itſelf in the concerns, 
and diſpoſing of the affairs, of particular per- 
ſons, is evidently the doctrine of the Scrip- 
tures; and what that ſacred volume every 
where ſuppoſes, and expreſsly afferts and aſ- 
certains. And nothing can be more ſublime 
and affecting, than the repreſentations that di- 
vine word makes of the extent and ſoveteignty, 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of this providence; 
repreſentations every way worthy of God, 
and moſt encouraging to the reaſonable mind. 

And here therefore we might reſt the mat- 
ter. To thoſe who receive the ſcriptures as 
indeed containing a revelation from heaven, 
theſe expreſs teſtimonies of that ſacred word 
muſt be a ſufficient aſſurance of this truth. 
But it is no way improper to add: that 
reaſon agrees with revelation 1n this account of 
things. There are theſe three things of which 
reaſon would not fail to remind every atten- 
tive and impartial conſiderer, which all con- 
cur in eſtabliſhing the concluſion now be- 
fore us. 


x, The 


(o) Plal. ciil. 4, 35. (gp) Acts xvii, 28, 
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1. The abſolute dominion God muſt have 
over us, and our intire dependence upon him 
for life and breath, and all things. For if 
we believe theſe things to have been his gift 
at firſt, (and that who can queſtion ? Reaſon 
will, it muſt lead up every mind to an acknow- 
ledgment of a Deity, as the original author 
of its being) the concluſion is obvious, and 
undeniable, that it muſt be at all times in 
his power to deprive us of what he at firſt 
gave, He taketh away, he muſt be able to do 
it, when, and as he ſhall pleaſe, and who can hin- 
der him? as it was well expreſſed by one of 
old (q). His power to effect it can no 
more be reſiſted, nor his will therein be con- 
trouled, than his right to do it can be queſ- 
tioned, or his equity, ſhould he thus deal with 
any, be impeached. But to talk of a crea- 
ture, that ſhall be independent on its maker, 


ſounds ſo much like a contradiction; that it 


may be queſtioned, whether it be within the 
reach of almighty power itſelf to effect it. 
At leaſt there is no reaſon to conclude, any 
ſuch creature ever was, or ſhall be, The 
conſequence muſt be: that every moment our 
all is in his hands, and the duration of our 
lives depends upon his will; we hold it only 
by his permiſſion, and ſtand indebted for its 
continuance to his good pleaſure; or rather 
muſt we fay, to his kind care of us too. 
For ſo the caſe will appear to ſtand, when 
we farther conſider | 

2, The 


(q) Job ix, 12; 
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2. The many dangers by which our lives 
are threatened, and to which they ſtand con- 
tinually expoſed. And of theſe who can be 
inſenfible, that knows any thing of the cu- 
rious frame and textnre of our bodies, and the 
numerous different ſprings, on which its mo- 
tion and its life depends ? The more care- 
fully tbe workmanſhip of this our mortal 
ache is inquired into, the more exquiſitely 
fine and cutious will it appear in every one 
of its parts: ſo as that its formation can be 
aſcribed to nothing leſs, than to a kill and 

wer that is divine. And doth it not as 
evidently point to the ſame divine hand, as 
that which ſtill preſerves and ſuſtains us? 
And we are led to adopt the devout Pfalmilſt's 
words, and in this reſpect alſo to ſay: Mar- 
vellous are thy works : we being ſtill as won- 
der fully preſerved, as we were at firſt 4von- 


der fully 2 and curiouſly wrought (r). Of 


ſo many different veſſels, fibres, (and how 
many other 'parts!) is each diſtin mem- 
ber compoſed ; thoſe parts many of them ſo 
fine, as to eſcape the diſtin notice of the 
unaſſiſted eye; yet all adapted to ſerve ſo 
many different intentions; and each of them 
of ſuch importance to the harmony, advan- 
tage, and even the preſervation of the whole. 
But the more numerous the parts are of which 
our frame conſiſts, ſo much the more nu- 
merous muſt be the dangers to which it is 
continually expoſed. And the finer and ten- 
derer 
(1) Paal. CXXXiX, 14, Is. 
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derer the texture is of many of theſe parts, 
the greater ſurely the danger of their 'being 
interrupted in their operations by the injuries 
to which they are liable. And who can num- 
ber up thoſe injuries they are expoſed to, 
from accidents from without, from convul- 
ſions within, from thoſe ſecret diſorders, of 
which we ſuck in the ſeeds with the breath 
we draw; to fay nothing now, of what 
they often ſuffer from the perturbations and 
diſtreſſes of the mind? The greater wonder 
ſurely muſt our preſervation be, eſpecially for 
any term of life. Nor can it be reaſonably 
aſcribed to any thing ' ſhort of a divine ſyper- 
intending care: ſtrange as indeed it is, and on 
any other ſuppoſition quite unaccountable, 
that an inſtrument of a thouſand firings, ſhould 
keep ſo long in order: when the diſorder of 
3 the minuteſt of them (and from ſuch diſor- 
| ders, which of 'them is abſolutely ſecure?) 
| 


would not only ſpoil the harmony, but in 
many caſes threaten the diſſolution of the 
whole “.. My life is continually in my band (, 
ſaid David of old. I walk in conſtant dan- 
ger of loſing it.“ —He appears to have ſpo- 
ken this with a reference to his own parti- 
cular dangers from the attempts of his ene- 
mies. We, on another account, might juſtly 
ſay the fame, when we attend to the common, 
| but 

Our liſe contains a thouſand ſprings, Bd 
And dies, if one be gone: 2 8 

Strange, that an harp of thouſand ſtrings 


Should keep in tune ſo long! Dr. Watts, 
(1 Fl. cxix. ie % | 
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fore the moth (t). And whoſe experience muſt 


juſtice of this ancient but ſtriking repreſenta- 
tion of the feebleneſs of mankind ? 


always able effectually to guard againſt or eſcape. 
bable and prudent. But the beſt human judg- 


. moſt prudent meaſures cannot command ſuc- 
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but numerous dangers, that continually ſur- 
round us. But this is our comfort, that our 
life is in the hands of God too, and under his 
care; and to that do we owe our ſafety and 
our continuance. 

To theſe let us add one thought more, 

3- Our own weakneſs and inſufficience to 
ſecure ourſelves from theſe numerous threat- 
ning dangers. We dwell in houſes of clay, have 


our foundation in the duſt, and are cruſhed be- 


not have convinced him of the truth and 


But 
ſurely dangers intirely unapprehended and un- 
known, the greateſt wiſdom muſt be unable 
to provide and guard againſt —And. how ma- 
ny of our dangers are ſuch? Through how 
many do we daily paſs, of which we have 
never had the leaſt apprehenſion? And others 
there are, which we never foreſaw till they 
overtook us. And thoſe of which we have 
ſome previous notice, we are far from being 


We uſe the methods which appear moſt pro- 
ment is liable ſometimes to miſtake ; and the 


ceſs, and in experience are many times found 
to fail. But he, who formed our frame, 
and remembers that we are duſt, hath his 
eye on our minuteſt and moſt hidden parts, nor 

can 


(t) Job iv, 164 . 
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can the moſt latent or diſtant danger they are 
liable to eſcape his view; he watches over us, 
and conducts us ſafe through a thouſand dan- 
gers and deaths, hidden and unknown to us. 
And it is through the help that we obtain from 
him (ſo muſt we now conclude on the review 
of the caſe) that we are upheld and continued 
in life. 

It is true, we ſee him not: his interpoſure, 
like his being, is to ſenſe inviſible. But that 
is no argument againſt the reality and certain- 
ty of it ——It is as true, we in many caſes can 
readily point to the means of our preſervation ; 
whether of our eſcaping the dangers which at 
a diſtance ſeemed to threaten us, or of our be- 
ing delivered out of thoſe in which we were 
actually involved. But it is as true, that 
the ſecond cauſes by which he works, and 
which ſtill are entirely dependent upon him, 
never ought to make us overlook the agency 
and ſupreme direction of the firſt cauſe. 


The common ſupports of life, the proper 


means of preſerving our health, or recovering 
it when impaired, whence do we derive them 
but originally from him? To his appointment 
they awe their virtue, and their efficacy to his 
bleſſing “. But indeed, what preſerves the 

whole 


* It may not be impertinent to obſerve here, that the 
Heathens themſelves, amidft all the uncertainty, and er- 
ror that clouded their notion of a providence, yet appear 
to have had a prevailing ſenſe of their need of a divine 
interpoſure for the preſervation and recovery of their 
bealth, and continuance of their /ives, Hence their Æſeu- 
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whole frame of nature in that beautiful or- 
der in which it was at firſt eſtabliſhed, and 
wherein we ſtill behold it; but the conſtant 
unremitted energy of that God, whoſe wiſdom 
power. and goodneſs firſt gave it being“? 
Unbappy poor frail feeble mankind, if they 
and their lives alone are overlooked by his 
providence or excluded from his kind care | 
hut it is our happineſs, that there is no 
room for ſo diſtreſſing an apprehenfion. Of 
us too. he hath the pol over us he wat- 
ches; and it is only having obtained belp from 
bim, that we continue unto this day. 

| Hereupon would we now proceed and call 
your attention 


II. To the duties, which a firm and lively 
conviction of this truth ſhould influence us 
to regard. 

And here I would recommend to you the 
following things, as reaſonable in themſelyes, 


and 

lapius and Apollo, among their deities, who were ſup- 

poſed to prefide over Medicine, And the latter in parti- 

cular was known among them by the. name of Apollo 

"Emweugior—a title derived from the ſame root with 
the word uſed by the = in the text, 

Con/lant Lexic. in voc. „ 


*All things are of God, and by God are they con- 
4 tinued to us: nor is there any [created] nature ſuſhcicn: 
« of it ſelf, if left alone without his preſerving care. 
EA T0 Oted rd crdilu, u. d Oed ij i: TUES uns. avdyic 
Noebeis, duly dab havin duldguns, 4enpalere Tis tt role 0e* 
Taugias. Ariſtat. de Mundo. c EA A teſtimony the more 
remarkable, as coming from one, who is ſaid to have 
_ allerted the eternity of matter, and will. hardly be ſuſpect- 

7 therefore of being too liberal in his anderen 


of a Deity. 
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ſaluer and gold, of braſs, iron, wood 
C 
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and what upon the principle we have been 


endeavouring to eſtabliſh muſt appear ſuch to 
every conſidering mind: might I not have 
called them more particularly the duties of 
ſuch @ day as this ? 

1. Devout and affectionate thankſgivings to 
Ged, the great preſerver of men, the God of 
our lives, who hath been ever near us, and 
upheld us to this day. Is prayer the proper 
acknowledgment of our indigence and depen- 
dence ? Praiſe and thankſgiving is as natural an 
acknowledgment of our obligations. And both 


the one and the other are juſtly due from crea- 


tures, ſuch as we are, to that God in whoſe hand 
are our times (u), and to whom we are ſo much 
indebted. And with whatever contempt ſome 
may affect to treat all ſerious regard to a divine 
overruling providence, and a devout acknow- 
ledgment of it, as if it were a certain argu- 
ment of a weak mind: there is yet nothing 
mote truly reaſonable in itſelf ; nothing that 
better becomes the man of confideration and 
judgment, or is more neceſſary to ſhow the 


man of religion and piety, It was therefore 


charged with reaſon on a haughty Monarch 
of old, as his folly and guilt, that the God in 
whoſe hand his breath was, and whoſe were all 
bis ways he had not glorified (W). Againſt him 
this charge was brought, becauſe the 
really due to the living God he had paid to far 
interior objects, and had praiſed the gods of 
and ſtone, 
_ which 


(6) Pl. xxx, 15, (6%) Dan. v. 25 


18 God the Preſerver. © 

which ſee not nor hear nor know (x). But it 
muſt be a ſtrange turn of mind, that can think 
it more excuſable to ſhow regard and pay ho- 
mage to no God at all, and live entirely as 
without God in the world (Y). 

O bleſs our God, ye people, and cauſe the voice 
of his praiſe to be heard ; who boldeth our ſoul 
inlife, gs ſuffereth not our foot to be moved (2). 
And what can be juſtly objected againſt the 
reaſonableneſs of the concluſion, or the fitneſs of 
_ e- yi he, with it? The living ſurely cg 

praiſe bim (a) by whom they are preſerved 
in o life and A from being long ago number- 
ed among the dead. And fo, Bleſſed God, 
«© would we do this day, and acknowledge and 
« adore thee the ſtrength and ſupporter of our 
lives, and the kind lengthener of our days.” 
Is there any thing more proper, than that as 
we advance from one ſtage of life to another, 
we erect a grateful Memorial, and inſcribe it 
with an: Hitherto hath the Lord belped us (b) 
Something of this kind the light of nature ſeems 
to have ſuggeſted to the Heathen world: for 
they, as we are informed, celebrated the begin- 
nings of their year, with ſacrifices and acts of 
ſolemn worſhip peculiar to the ſeaſon, Herein 


indeed unhappily miſtaken ; as to the object of I 


this their homage : in that they honoured the 
creature inſtead of the Creator, the original 
ſource of all good: but ſtill in the right, in the 
grand rs; that pI acknowledg- 

. mente 


| Ibid. Eph. . Plat. 1 
MCL ein 0 601 LY 1 a bai. 8, 9. 
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ments were juſtly due to the great author of their 
bleſſings. And the Jews were directed by God 
himſelf to celebrate the beginning of their 
year, according to their civil computation, as 
a religious feſtival *; a day not only of reſt 
and rejoycing, but of ſolemn devotion : as a 
ſolemn feaſt day, a holy convocation, for which 
ipecial ſacrifices were appointed, and they were 
called upon to ing aloud unto God their flrengtb, 
and to pay their thankful homage fo the God of 
Faceb (e). And there is nothing but what well 
agrees with the purer and more ſpiritual | 
nature of the goſpel diſpenſation, in a folemn 
devout acknowledgment of God and his good- 


neſs at ſuch returning feaſons. 


C 2 We 
* In the texts cited above, [Levit. xxiii. 24. Numb. 
xXxix. 1. ] that feaſt is ordered to be celebrated on the fir/f 
day of the ſeventh month. But it is well known, that be- 
ſides their ſacred year, by which their religious feſtivals 
were fixed, and which by the order of God himſelf began 
on the firſt of Niſan, [Exod. xii. 2.] the Jews had alſo their 
civil year, which began ſix months after the other, on the firſt 
of Tiſti; which day they commonly called the beginning of 
!2eyear, V. Reland. Antiq. Hebr. p. iv. c. 1. In confirmation 
of this it hath been obſerved that the fea/? of ingatbering, (or 
tabernacles) is once and again faid to be in the end of the 
year, Exod. xxiii, 16. ibid. ver. xxxiv. 22 (a).— But 
it is not eaſy to reconcile that rendring of the words with 
the truth of the fact: Since that feaſt, which was fixed 
to the 15th of Ti/ri, was about the middle of their ſacred 
car, and after the beginning of their civil one. Might not 
therefore the former of thoſe. two places be better ren- 
dered: , About, or after, the going out of the year It is 
well known, with what a latitude the Hebrew particles 
are uſed, and the prefix A in particular. And in the lat - 
ter paſlage the rendering of the margin is certainly pre- 
terable : At the revolution of the year, or about its return, 
„GV. Fa. im lee. * . 
(<) Levit, xxiii, 24. Num, XXix. I, &c. Pfal, batxi, I, 3. 
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variety of dangers which encompaſſed us on 


boaſt of. 


ed health; to ſome of remarkable interpoſures 
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We are now entering on another year. Can 
we forget, or ſhould we overlook it, to whom 
we owe it, that we have been carried ſafe 
through the dangers of the laſt year, and are 
ſaffered now to begin this new one? even 
that it is through the good hand of our God up- 
on us (d). How properly in ſuch a circum- 
ſtance may we ſend our thoughts back to our 
firſt: entrance upon life, and reflect how ma 
years he hath kept us alive (e), through all that 


every fide? and now he hath added to our 
lives another year.— To our lives he hath add- 
ed it: while we have ſeen many others cut off 
in the courſe of the laſt year ; many of them 
our equals, friends or relations, and ſuch who 
began that year with us, with as fair a pro- 
ſpect of living through it as any we could 
And in what circumſtances have 
we been carried through the year ? In how 
many reſpects hath it been a year of mercy to 
us? a year, like the many that went before it, 
crowned with the” divine goodneſs (). Perhaps 
to ſome it hath proved a year of conſiderable 
ſucceſs and increaſe ; to others of uninterrupt- 


of a kind providence in their favour, to deli- 

ver them from threatening imminent danger, 

or to call them back from the gates of 7h: 

grove, when they were apprehended very pear 

them; to others. a year of ſpecial guidance 
d) Nehem. ii. 8. te \ Xiv\ 


* will thereſoee: praiſe chers r 
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in their difficulties, inward ſupport under their” 
heavieſt trials, help againft, and deliverance 
from ſome preſſing temptations ; and the 
like' happy experience of the divine gracious 
preſence and help in their beſt, their — 
concerns: to all hath it been a year reat 
religious advantages in the continuance of the 
goſpel, and the means of grace, and the ſtriv- 
ings * God's boly Spirit with us. And to the 
nation in general hath it been, through his great 
goodneſs, a year of continued —— 
plenty, fruitfulneſs, and uninter 
merce. But we cannot ſurely have forgotten 
with what alarming apprehenfions we were 
filled ſoon after the beginning of the year: 
when the earth ſhaking under us ſeemed to 
threaten the turning theſe guilty cities into an 


heap of ruins, But our God hath been better 


to us than our deſerts, and our fears. And 
our unworthinefs of his ' gracious 2 
care, and the kindneſs of the deſign wi 
which he is ſtill ſparing us, that we may have 
yet ſpace to repent, and farther time to 0 
for eternity, are citcumſtances, which greatly 
raife our obligation, and ſhould enliven our 
thankfulneſs to his goodneſs ; having obtained 
belp from whom we have been carried through 
another year, and contiuue unto this' 
25 And not unto us therefore, O our God, but 
to thy power and mercy is our preſervation 
„ing; and to ther would we give the 
— of it. While we have breath, we 
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e continues this breath to us, and whoſe kind 

„ uaftation hath thus. far preſerved our ſpi- 
t e). 

2. A ſerious bumble. review of our paſt car- 
* e towards him. The Jewiſh feſtival on 
— ficſt of Tiſri, the beginning of their civil 
year, among other, particular rites, was to be 
celebrated with the blowing of trumpets. 80 
had the divine law expreſsly ordered. It is a 
remarkable interpretation which ſome of the 
Jewiſh doctors have given us of, this circum- 
ſtance, that it was deſigned to awaken the 
4, people out of fleep, and call them to re- 
*< pentance 0). The ſound of the trum- 
7 pet, at that time, did in effect ſay: (theſe are 
the words of one of their moſt learned and 


celebrated Rabbies) % ſhake off your drow- 
« ſineſs, ye that Heep, and bs watch 
« unto your. duty. Search and try your ways. 
ce * Remember your, creator and. repent... You, 

:pmbous the Le on ue the. times hath led into 


« * "a your fo 
his evil way, , and: 2 0 W that are 


h good (i). r, not ſay, that there 
is any ſolid foundation for ſuppoſing, that 
this was the orj gil | dn of God in that 
appointment; leſs, that that anti- 
ent people did wt eee thus. under 
ow ond ed oe, e e to ee 


80 Job x. 125 (h) Mas burck lar, Al. 24. 
- {4} Maimonides quoted in Partrick ubi — 
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fland it, Bat that ſerious reviews of our 
own conduct (which are at all times proper, 
and we often ought to return to them) are 
highly proper in ſuch a circumſtance of time, 
can, I think, hardly be (queſtioned, When 
thankfully reviewing that kind conduct of an 
indulgent providence we have ſo long expe- 
rienced; how naturally doth that lead our 
thoughts to reflect, how we hive carried it 
towards him? And this muſt appear the more 
needful; as nothing aggravates more the guilt 
of our offences againſt this God, our ſinful 
neglect of him, than this his un wearied good- 
neſs and continued care of us. What 
e then have the ſeveral paſt years of my life 
« been, on my part? What, this laſt in par- 
« ticular? Hath God my maker, preſerver, 
and benefactor, been ſeriouſly teme 

e diligently ſerved, devoutly glorified by me, 
through it? Or hath it been ſpent in a for- 
„ getfulneſs of him and my duty, and trifled, 
or worſe than trifled, away, in vain, infe- 
„ rior, © and finful, purſuits? And hath the 
© riches of the goodneſs and forbearance, and 
e long-ſufferings of that God, who one year 
after another hath. ſpared me ſo long, been 
** ſtill deſpiſed, and the great end of all over- 
© looked, even the leading me to repentance (k)? 
Ah! I bave indeed fanned; and what 
* ſhall I ſay unto thee, O thou preſerver. of 
men (J)? No, there is nothing I can plead 
in my oven excuſc: for it is this that 


leaves 
ma 
(k) Rom. ii. 4. mY | 0» Job Vil. 20, n ; 
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Fervation to his kind care? How indiſputable 
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me ſpeechleſs and inexcuſable, that it i; 
2 againſt thee, thou great preſerver of men, 
* my contioned protectot and friend, that 1 
% baue thus often, thus heinouſly finned, 
e Bleſſed be thy name, that I am affyred, 
<« the way is in to the throne of thy grace 
a Thither I now humbly approach, in the 
% name of Jeſus thy ſon, the great hygh-pric/? 
% our profeſſion, — depending on the effi- 
* cacy of his mediation, and the atonement of 
* bis death, hope to obtain both mercy to par- 
don my, paſt guilt, and grace 70 belp me in 
time _ need (m.. 

3. A ready chearful dedication, and furren- 
der of alen tb this God to be his ſervants. 
For whoſe ought we to be but his, from whom 
we derive all we have, on whom we continu- 
ally depend, and ſtand indebted for our pre- 


his claim to our higheſt regard, our beſt obedi- 
ence? And jt can be no other than inexcuſabic 
ingratitude, and injuſtice, ſhould any Mill re- 
fake it him. I beſeech you, therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of Gd ( ſo argued the apoſtle of 
old 22 ) — preſent your bodtes, yourſelves, 
accefitable unto God, 
. 8&5 your Aba ſervice. And when 
can ſuch cd ſelf-ſurrenders be more pro- 
perly rene wed, when more. juſtly expected 
Nom us, than when we have. been receiving 


freſh indearing favours from this God, pr when 
1 with grateful affection N we 


have 
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have formerly received ? Both theſe meet in 
our preſent circumſtances ; and what then can 
be a better or more reaſonable improvement of 
them, than to begin this renewed year, with 
a ſerious devoting ourſelves to God, rough a 
Redeemer? 

In this article of my diſcourſe I would par- 
ticularly addreſs myſelf to the younger part of 
this aeenbly, and intreat of them an imme- 
diate compliance with this important counſel. 
They are not now to learn, that this is the 
expreſs claim of God from them alſo : Re- 
member now thy creator in the days of thy 
youth (o; in the days of thy choice; when 
thou act firſt ſetting out in the world, and 
«« haſt thy choice to make, and ſo much de- 
«« pends upon its being well and wiſely made. 
„Then remember God thy creator; ſeriouſly 
attend to thy vaſt obligations to him, and 
«« readily yield to his claim; then chuſe him 
for thy God; avouch him as thy only Lord, 
„hom thou wilt faithfully ſerve, and whoſe 
« favour thou eſteemeſt thy higheſt 1 
And what have Kam to object again 
this his claim to your ear ? Is oo 
a claim unexceptionably reaſonable and righte- 
ous? For from whence did you receive your 
life at firſt, but from his gift, who was your 
creator? And to his kind . care alone 
you owe it, that ſhort as your time yet bath 
been, yon ure Rill E this dey that 

7 af {1 


you 


(o) keclel. xii. I, 
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you have been conducted fafe through the pe- 
rils of helpleſs infancy, the numerous hazard: 
of giddy childhood, and are arrived at the 
years of underſtanding, activity, and vigour, 
and advanced thus far towards maturity, And 
why then will any of you refuſe him the hom- 
age and ſervice of your younger years? — 
But know, that young as you are, your time, 
are in his hands (p), and abſolutely at his diſ- 
poſal; as much ſo, as theirs, who are the 
fartheſt advanced in life, Nor can you have 
a better aſſurance of the IOW of your 
lives, than what they pretend to; not 
even, that you ſhall — y cloſe the year 
you are now beginning, and ſhall not be 2 
before its end (what in former years you have 
ſeen many others of your own age, and ſtand- 
ing) affecting inſtances of the uncertainty of 
life, and the vanity of its faireſt proſpect. 
— And you alſo have an equal need with 
others of the favour of your God, and are mi- 
ſerable, if you are not reconciled, to him 
through FJeſus ' bis beloved Ven. But in this 
view of things, religion, a ſincere and -unre- 
ſerved devotednefs to God, muſt appear even 
your immediate and moſt important concern; 
and the moſt early ſeriouſneſs in it can never 
be thought a vain thing. There is rather a 
peculiar - beauty and lovelineſs, when perſons 
attend to it betimes; and: there is a ſpecial 
bappy advantage attends giving the heart to 


. God, before it is entangied 1 in other purſuits, 
| o 


(p) Pal, xi. 15. 
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or encumbered with life's noiſy cares, or drawn 
aſide by the more dangerous enticements of 
ſenſual pleaſure. And why then will not all 
thoſe I am addreſſing, who are yet in early 
life, concur in this devout choice: My Fa- 
ther 1 Be thou the guide of my youth! The Lord 


ſhall be my God (q). 
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4. A readineſs to every good work, © Is it 
to the kind help, and care of a protecting 
God, that I ſtand indebted for my preſer- 
vation from year to year, for my continu- 
ance even to this day? And ſhall J overlook 
it, for what end he is thus continuing me 
in life? Not ſurely, that I ſhould live as I 
lift, live to myſelf alone, live the ſame vain, 
trifling, uſeleſs life, I have hitherto too 
much done. No: the great view with 
which I am let alone another year, I who 
through ſo many paſt years have remained 
unfruitful, and only cumbered the ground, 
that I am not yet cut down ; it is that I 
may bring forth fruit unto God (r). But 
my goodneſs extendeth not to bim (J). His 
infinite perfection ſets him above receiving 
an increaſe of his own happineſs by any 
thing I can do. But when, according to 
the opportunity my ftation in life affords 
me, I ſtudy to be uſeful to others, and in 
any way to ſerve the intereſts of real religi- 
on, the promoting knowledge, truth, and 
righteouſneſs among men: by ſuch ſervi- 

A 


(a) Jer. iii. 4. Sen. xxvili. 21. 
r) Luke xiii, 7 5,9. Ly (1) Paal. xvi. 2. 
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ſs 7 he accounts himſelf honoured, fuch 
fruits of righteoufneſs are 78 b Feſus Cbri/t 

1 - the glory and praiſe of God; and he 2 
«* alſo aſſured me, 45 it will be fruit that 
« vill abound to my actount (t) 

Upon theſe principles it muſt appear a very 
proper and ſuitable beginning of a new year, 

then to determine upon what we intend to do 
for the ſervice of religion and the good of 
others, through the courſe of it, ſhould a 
merciful providence preſerve us through i K: at 
leaſt ſeriouſly to reſolve, that we will be ready 
to embrace and improve whatever opportuni- 
ties of uſefulneſs we ſhall meet with through 
the revolving year. Such an opportunity this 
your very entrance upon it preſents you with ; 

while we are now to ſolicite your kind affiſt- 
ance towards the ſupport of that School, in 
which the Children now before rr are in- 
ſtructed. 


1 J have 
received of the STATE of the 
2 is ro this purpoſe. 


HE foundation of it was laid in the 
year 1687, in the reign of King 
22 the 48 

4 up by one Poulton, a jeſuit, and public notice 
« was given, that he would inſtru the 


— * children of the . Rn Upon S 
| + WW 7. 


cc 


© Phil, i . 12. Chap. ir. 1. 


when a ſchool was ict I 
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Mr. Arthur Shallet, Mr. Samuel Warbur- 
ton, and Mr. Ferdinando Holland , (members 
of this church in the reverend Mr. Na- 
thaniel Vincent's time) laid the foundation 
of this ſchool, to avoid the da con- 
ſequences of a popiſh ſchool, and provide 
for the inſtruction of the children of the poor 
in the proteſtant way. 
„The number of Scholars at firſt was 40 ; 
afterwards increaſed to 50, and now to 150. 
They are tanght'to read, write, and cypher, 
and are inſtructed in the principles of ns 
common Chriſtianity, and —— qualified 
for the ſervice of God and man. 

« It may be faid to be the firſt School the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters were concerned in. 
Here objects are received without diſtincti- 
on of parties, the common good being in- 
tended, It is ſituated in one of the pooreſt 
parts of this city, and the children of the 
ſort of watermen, fiſhermen, and 


** othefs, are here taught, without any ex- 


40 
cc 
=_— 


«> 


cc 
40 


ce to their parents; and are furniſhed 
Lich Bibles, Teſtaments, Catechiſms, and 
writing and cyphering Books, 
" The charges have been defrayed by the 

gifts and ſubſcriptions of private perſons ; 
with an eee e on 
this day, and one in the city; t with 
the kind err e * 
b K cl: 
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And may we not now hope, that to every 
humane, chriſtian mind, a deſign of this na- 
ture will ſufficiently recommend itſelf? 1 am 
not inſenſible, how much charitable founda- 
tions of this nature have been abuſed by ſome; 
as the inconveniencies attending them have 
been as much aggravated by others. But theſe 
are no arguments againſt the uſefulneſs and 
benefit of ſuch deſigns in themſelves ; eſpeci- 
ally, where they are prudently conducted. 
To put perſons into a capacity of providing 
with their own induſtry for themſelves, and 
of becoming uſeful members of ſociety, and, 
it may be, helpful to others too; is a deſign, 
againſt which one would think there could lic 
no reaſonable objection. And the intereſts of 
the public, as well as the happineſs of the in- 
dividuals ; I mean, not their preſent comfort- 
able ſubſiſtence only, -but their future ever- 
laſting welfare; theſe depend greatly on the 
turn they take in younger life: as that doth 
not a little on the inſtructions that are then 
given them, the religious, virtuous * 
then fixed in their minds. 

Need I add, that there are ſeveral circum- 
ſtances which concur to recommend this ſchoo! 
in particular to your | kind inconragement * 
Let me be lowed: in a few words, to ſug- 
veſt them; if there are. any, who have not 
herein prevented me, by taking notice of them, 
while the ſtate of the ſchool, was read to you. 
he objefts then for whom we now 


[= are * neceſſitous, it being in one 0 
tne 
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the pooreſt, ' as well as the moſt populous 
parts, adjoining to this great and wealthy city, 
that the ſchool ſtands. And the children edu- 
cated in it are thoſe, whoſe parents are utterly 
unable to- provide for their. inſtruction, and 
who therefore, without ſuch a kind deſign in 
their favout, would be leſt to run wild and 
ignorant, The limits, within which the 
benefit they receive from it is confined, are 
very prudently calculated ſo, as to render the 
ſchool moſt extenſively uſeful, and prevent 
many of the inconvenĩencies complained of in 
other foundations of the ſame kind. The 
foundation, on Which it was at firſt erected, 
and hath been hitherto ſupported, is truly ca- 
tbolic. Here is no diſtinction of parties among 
us regarded in the admiſſion of children. into 
the ſchool, © nor are the ſeparate intereſts of 
any party deſigned to be ſerved by it ; the chil- 
dren being not confined to attend the worſhip 
of God in any particular place, or aſter any 
particular mode. And without party-diſtinc- 
tions therefore, ; ſeveral of our worthy brethren 
of the eftabliſhed church (I mention it to 
their honour) have been kind benefaQtors te 
the deſign. The only Cauſe it is defigned 
to ſerve is the common Proteſtant one. And 
its ſerviceableneſs to that cauſe, it is hoped, will 
recommend it to thoſe Who glory in that 
Name, In favour of that cauſe was the plan 
at firſt formed; with a view, as you ba: 


heard, in ſome meaſure, to prevent, or de- 


feat, the ſubtle 0 deſigns of Popery > to * 


the riſing generation. ö 
of che teſtleſs, UNWeart 

h emiſſaries 
= ſuch a 


” 


God the Preſerver. 33 


creatures; with a readineſs to ſerve the intereſts 
of virtue and religion; is not the moſt unlike- 
ly way to hope for a bleſſing from heaven on 
the remaining courſe of it. And the greater 
our uncertainty is, what opportunities of ſer- 
vice, whether for God, or to others we may 
hereafter have, whether more or fewer ; the 
greater ought to be our readineſs to improve, 
our concern not to negle& the preſent, while 
we have it in our power. . 

But I may be thought to forget to whom I 
am ſpeaking: to thoſe, of whoſe: ready mind 
we have had experience on many former oc- 
caſions of this nature; and who therefore, it may 
be hoped, need not, that arguments ſhould 
be multiplied, to induce them ſtill chearfully 
to concur in ſo good a work. -I ſhall there- 
fore on this head only addreſs you farther in 
thoſe words of the Apoſtle: Let us not be 
weary of well doing ; and we have the promiſe 
of God for our ſecurity, that in due ſeaſort 
we ſhall reap if we faint not (a) 

And to thoſe who are thus diſpoſed, to the 
truly pions and uſeful, let me recommend one 
thing more, which alſo the ſulje& we have 
been infilting on ſuggeſts: vin. 

51 A lively truſ ia the continued care of 
this gracious God, and a cheatful referring” 
ourſelves thereupon to his diſpoſal as td What 
is yet before us: or in the words of ſeripture: 
that ſuch commend the keeping of themfetues to 
"12 in well doing, as unto 4 faithful creator (b). 

| E Doth 
(a) Gal. vi. a + (b) 1 Petz i, 19 
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Doth the thought of the changeable nature 
of the preſent ſtate, in its moſt advantagious 
circumſtances, or the reflection on our own en- 
tire igrorance of futurity, at ſometimes di- 
ſtreſs us? Or doth the view of riſing danger: 
before us, dangers to ſenſe inevitable, and 
which threaten to overwhelm us, alarm our 
ſpirits, and awaken our fears? They might 
do fo with ſame better reaſon, did our fafety 
and continuance depend on ourſebves alone.— 
But while' we can look up to an almighty 
and all-gracious diſpoſer, the God of our lives; 
we may and ought to ſuppreſs theſe diſtreſ- 
fing apprehenſions. Under his care we arc 
at all times ſafe ; and inſtruſting ourſelves and 
all our concerns with him, we may well be 
caſy.—The Lord is the ſtrength of my life; it 
is he who hath thus far upheld it, amidſt thc 
many dangers. to which it lay expoſed: / 
whom then, or of what ſhall I be afraid(c). 
So the devout Pſalmiſt of old concluded from 
this principle, And every good man may 
and ought in like manner to encourage him- 
ſelf in his God. o it it that hath /e 
« me all my life ling, and been with me unt 
e this day, and redeemed me from all evil (d) 
« Who, but the Lord my maker? And is 
« there not ſtill with him the ſame power to 
« help? Nor can I, who have ſo long expe- 
| © rienced his gracious care, call in queſtion 
5* his readineſs to undertake for me, Eſpe- 
d afſures me, that 5s ey 
q j 
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e is upon thoſe that fear bim, and hope in his 

T In (e) * . his 5 ſervants 

« are his peculiar care. While then he hath 

« any work for me to do in life, whatever 

e dangers ſurround me, I am immortal. And 

« when my work is done, why ſhould I be 
« afraid of being called home?” wy 


To enter, Chriſtians, on a new year with, 

ſuch ſentiments as theſe, to carry them about 
with us through the courſe of the year, and to 
at under their influence, is- the certain way 
to render this in the beſt ſenſe of the phraſe, 
a happy New Tear to us.—My prayer to a 
gracious God is, that it may be ſuch to you 
all. May his good ſpirit teach and aſſiſt you 
thus to ſpend this, and whatever following 
years his mercy may grant you, with him and 
for him! May, his goodneſs and mercy follow 
yu in every defirable inſtance, all the remain- 
ing days and years of your lives! And after 
having graciouſly conducted you through the 
changing ſcenes of this life, may he /hew you 
/alvatzon in the life to come! 


To him be 
Amen.” 


We Pial, XXXiii, 18. 
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